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A N.Y Perſons, ſince the publiſhing my Conſtde- 

-rations:ow' Dr. Burnet's Theory of the” Barth, 'ha- 

- ving ufed'Cavillations agai ſonie parts'of them, 

bk. > 2; where F ſeem to leaye ſome thin s in” Myſte> 

ny. they: will needs have to proceed from Etirhieſiafm: 

: Somehaving done this: amy Preſerice,2and. Qthers' where'T 

- - haya net been. preſent, as I ne -been'Informd by many 

| Frienjlss b baye. thought fic, -by printing this Paper, co bring 
. ts. Marter above Board 'tofee What may* be faid\in 
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the Caſe”; and try whether we c4nnot found the Depths 
of theſe Mens. Thoughts as they take - upon them. to. judge 
others. ON | | | 
_ _ Todiſſwade a Man from leaving any thing he writes, or 
diſcourſes on, in Myſtery, I remembred to have read an In. 
genioug Writer of Polizick Efſays, -who ſays, That, a may 
renders himſelf as lyable to Cenſure, by offering to maintain 
a My}teriows Truth, 4s an open Falſehood and therefore he dif. 
| ſwades Men, by all means, from meddling in Myſteries. I 
remembred alſo that Ecclefiaſtical Maxim of Melanithon'y So- 
lent homines aut odiſſe -aut+ ſupertt contempere que non” intellis 
' gunt. [called tro mind thg old Tricks ,*both of ®/op's Fox, 
which. ried our, that the Grapes. wefe ſour, which were 
out of his Reach; and of his il|-natur'd Curr in the Manger, 
which wopld not permit the Horſe to car Oats, when he 
cared not to cat them himſelt. ' I remembred likewiſe thoſe 
wretches mentioned in the Scriptures, who damm'd up //aac's 
* Wells, and would not permit him to. draw Waters for his 
Uk, though themſelves made no ute of: them. Moſes does 
not ſay, if the Paſchal Lamb cannot be caten'by your ſelt, ir 
muſt preſently be burnt; bur firſt call in your Neighbour, 
and if he cannot eat it, then let it be committed tothe Fire, 


__. And as for ſome things which may ſeem abſcurely: intimared 


_ in my Work; Ewell know thereare many Men inthe World. - 


who will fully apprehend what they import 3 but if all do 
nor, E cannot: helps FTP re there not Tacendea ON, many 
Accounts, inthe commag;Practice of Lite? And why may 
there nor be in ſome*parts of Learning 2 Ir's knownthar 
the greateſt , Writers among Mankind, have . left a preat 
Part; of what--they bave writ, - wrapt 'up- in Enigma's ;, or 
however they have, otherwiſe expreſt themſelves, it's in- 
telligible. only: to 'a few. Are Roger Bacor, Picus Miray- 
dula, Joannes Trithemius, Cornelius Agrippa,” Foames Reuch- 
Jin, our 'Dr, Dee, any of the whole Tribe of Hermerich 
$65 3g Fa Philoſophers, 
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Philoſophers, or any Maſters of a Contemplative Life a- 
 mong the Jews, Gentiles, or Chriſtians, 1 fay,. are any- 
of theſe open in all. things they write, ſo that every: Man' 
acquainted in Common School Learriing, or any..Man;/ae- 
quainted in no more, ' underſtands them? Or have'the' 
Writers: of the | Seriptures, or Chriſt himſelf. chought 'fir, 
Nill ro be open to: every. Man's Capacity 2 Becauſe in the 
firſt Chapter of my.Confiderations, I mention a Promethean 
Arcauum Aſtrologicum, and a Seven Reed Pipe of Pan, with- 
out a farther Explanation, ſome will needs have This to 
be Enthuſtaſm - Now as for the Promethean Arcanum Aſftro- 
logicum, Prometheus is known to have been Famous for ſome 
notable Skill he had in Affro/ogy, as a School-Boy may read 
' in any Mythologiſt: And the 4ſſyrians are known to have 
been rhe moſt Famong, of any Men in the World, for 4ſtro- 
logy, and their moſt Axcient Aſtronomical Obſervations, which 
Sciences they are ſaid ro have firſt learnt of Prometheus. 
And-there are many Men living in the World, who know 
themſelves to have been rouch'd by the Rod of Prometheus, or 
of ſonſe Prieſt of Apo/o touch before at the Chariot of the Sun 3 
whereby They are become animated: With a lively and pe. 
. netrating Atherial. Spiritz whereas before they were as 
Lumps of Clay, converſant. only with the. outſide Barks of 
things : And in Reference. 'to this, Men may remember the 
Epitaph of the Antient Poet Colophonins ' Pheanix' on Ninus, 
where reflecting on him for his giving himſelf wholly over 
to the Vanities . and- Pleaſures of this Life 5 among other 
things he ſays thus, of him 5 " 


Aſtra MANgnams vidit, nec forfitawid optavit 
Tgnem apud Magos ſacrum non excitavit 5 
Deum nec virgis attigit, &c. 
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fi +le5idf this Fire '0þ ther Maxi: :that OPT ſpeaks. in' hs 
> | Oraclesa:: Quando videris Iynem Sacrum, formi fine Collucen-. 
= - tems;' rotins per profundum Mundi, Audi. Ignis Vocem. © And | 
j : know:: ;Men in our. 'Nation; 'whor have: ſeen this Fire, and 
hearkned} with Dread:to the Voice: of it; © 
 -And-:evel inthe Temple: of: Jeruſalem, asin the Holy Place, 
on the Northſide ſtagd, ''on' a Table, -the” Twelve” Loaves 
of Shembread, denoting , ,as Foſephns tells us, the -7welve 
; Signs ofthe Zodiaek, and veg a Crown of Gold about 
- > them., faid: by the Jews, to denote the Crown of the King- 
dorh;- So on'the Southſide of ic; there-ftood: rhe Candleſtick 
with Seven Laempi,denoting the SevenPlancrsfixof which were 
turned bending towards the Lampin the 'midd/e, and that 
towards'the SaniZum SanGorum, where the Myſtery lay. And 
how far this may relate 'to ſome Aſtrological Arcanum, 1 
3h ſhall leave it to Men acquainted in" an 'apt diſpenſation of 
= Tpes, and to thoſe Maſters: of a contemplative Life, who 
 -have.\paſ$'d Proficients' in. che. moſt (vii Science of. 
ph Dovinity.. © * 
As $+ the Sewen-Reed Pipe of Pas, a Mari thi knows 
aDy hin of HierogHphical- Philoſoph Arq that Pas is 
Fn rand with a. Pipe of 'Scves eds, and - that thoſe . 
2 Rebds denore.the Seven Players. - And certainly Virgil 
had hedrd:this Pipe, [add could (play-upon-it kicuelf; ; une 
de of Corydox,he faid to Alexis, 


Bf mibs diſparibus ſepeem conpat Cientis ya 
W ftula, mamma nn : 


Having, fajd. WER to us. ; 
Mecum und i Sybvis imirabere Pay! _ 


And why muſt it be expetted that I ſhould be ben more WHALY 
natory concerning this Pipe than Firgit ? ; 
- - * Indeed, 
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many Men'in the World,” who thronghanaffefted'Syl 


in Writing, or a Vanity of feeming Knowing in what oth 
nor,” ave ofteh' been ſinking therhſelves in MYfeth; -w 


in tftch; there i9/no' Bittoud, "And" agaith «8h the pelice - 
hand] Tam as ell ſarrsficd, that thets* have been; Yd are 


ſti] many Men iti 'the World," who being deeply" ſick 'of 'a 


Philastias Arrogandy, - ro keep up their Repure'for 'Learning 


among the Vulgar, "haye gone aboiitts perſwade thera, that - 


. there is norhinp'yaluable in'Learning, forfooth, but what is 
krioyti e6 thicir Leatned Selves! thouph,'in trgth, (there are 
Parrs of 'Leartiing of far po POE thanny they 
 eyer,came .acquainted withal. If a_ Ta " 

ving his Boys/abour him, - ſhould hear*one- Logician ſay. to 
another, that 'a"Syllogiſhs contains" a' majus extremunt, 2 mi- 


Mus extremam, and a mediam; to;:make himſelf ſeem! fome-. 


body among fie Bibs, te may BY that this is'bur' Car}, 
r4ribn, and” Erthufiaſm.  ForthEteareMen, Whocknow- 


mp norbing of fome FO, atid thinking ir Shatie'to con. 
fels their ſpnorinte'of any thing, or ſeeking a Sulfterfuge, or 
| ſolicing themfelyes in their Want of knowledpe, 'make' their - 


Boaſt, thar chofe things they know not, - ars but. Trifles, of | 
firtls ot no Uſe. © Bur, as Terence ſays," 1's no wottler'if a - 
F hot atts EIT "UA ad are rhere not rHany Realities itt - 


Nithte, which caringf be* brought under every Man's! Ap - 

rehenfſion 2 A Man may talk opp enough tb a Perſon, born 
blirid;” of Light, Cblouts; and a San; but he ſhall ever make 
him frame' a” Gonception _ of them; You will ſay, we are 
not Blind, 'We have/more Learging than yourſelf, and there- 
- fore. you ma(F rior obrtude” 


thar there is a Sun, Liptir,'and Colonrs, and the blind Man 
. Will not believe bim, the Child cannot but fmile at him for 


It, though the blind Man' may have a-found Senſe orher- | 


ways. 


"Ines, I'enaken6 doubt; Hair" lite hays Benz bn ab Hl 


If a meer Grammarian, ha- 


more learded many Ways 5, yet it''a Child tells a blind Man - 
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"Ways, and the Child. js byt,a,Child,,, And -Þ fay; there, are 
.many Truchsin Nacure, which canngr, be . known bur by 
Experience. (as all. Maſters ofa Contemplative Life teſtific) 
.and;that ghe grearcſt, Man of Parts in the World, cannor ap: 
[preheadrhem, Wwithour, having had, a. peculiar and,” practi 
cal. Initiacigs Jſor,;taking Knowledge of them, according, to 
.whar Zoroaſter ſays 11 the Oracles, Eft qyoddamintelligibile, 
quod eportet. te iutell;gere mentis flore, (by an effloreſcent Ex-. 
cels of Mind.) The Lord: Bacon tells us, that; the Magia 
Naturalis is a Setting of Forms:a Work; Now I would tain 
have any Map, who ,has not; ſeen an. Qperation, in thax 


4 o » 


king, xg, tell me (if be, can]) the Meaning, of That 4 bur] - 


. 


know, it impoſſible. . ...- 


. We read. of Socrates, ; that having peruſed the Works 


of FHeraclitas,. . he. laid, . what; he. underſtood of them: was- 
Excellent, and therefore, he believed that what he did not 
underſtang. of..them wag, fp too. . And though I pretend noe 
T9. any, Excclleney of Writing, I hope, -what; I have openly 

feed. in. wy. Conſiderations, may be thought, tolerably 


Plauſible by indifferent Judges3 and 1f 1 leave a few Things 

 Veil'd,:Ithink:;rhere. may be no grep Reaſon for. Cenſure,- 
"Some may object. that if, we give Way to Obſcure Writing, 
all Enthuſiaſm breaks inupon-us, and. we know; not how to 
diſtigguiſh berwixe. the one. and the other, To this. I can 

| pay =p that.uf, . When . a Man reaſons Openly, he reaſons 
Soundly,. and Writes ina Free and Unaffe&ted Manner, I 
think ic may be a rational Inducement for usto believe, rhat 
though ſomecimes, for Reaſons known to himlelf, he leaves 
ſome few Things in. MyGy- , there may be ſome warthy 
Learning contained under the 


m, . which he. conceives not 
fir-to. be Openly explaingd, . So_ let. any Man of Judg- 
ment read the Tra? of Joannes Reuchlin, De Verbo mirifico, or 
his other Works 5,: and though in many Places he finds him 

- jnvolvd.in Myſtery, that he. is, nat underſtood by hims 
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yet: I belieye, by what. he: has Wric epenly, and his W. 
of Delivery, the Reader will be comune © my 
Muddy-brain'd Enthuſiaſt, uſing an iffedted Obſcurity, ro 
beget Admiration in his Readers, tors Sceming, deep Reach 
into Myſteries to. others unknown... And 'fo I ma ſay. of 
@ multitude of others, . of 'the, like. hind; Men whbam a 
great Inſight, in i log Orca piaogicer human. Life. - had 


made truly.humble, fo thar they ceuldbe no WEN ci 
of {o- poor a Vanity. Bj ene | 

Having been thus far Explanatory in:this Matter, I ſhalf 
little value any Man's Cenſure in ſuch Caſes : Nay, I ſhall 
be ſo far from dealing precariouſly wthhim for his favourable 
Opinion, that I ſhall freely come wih, him to this Unexcep. 
tionable ' Accommodation, viz. Tha we faugh at cach other 
by. Conſent, and Jet him paſs for theldiort, who laughs with: 
out Juſt-Cauſe.. And' I ſhall conclude with © _ 
Bede, who was Clamour'd, and {uperciliouſly De Elem. 
Cenſured by ſome Men of his Time, for his * pts 
ſcarching - into and..writing on' ſome. Parts of. _ ,.- 
Eearning vulgarly not. underſtood, Nihil de . 
Multitudine , © ſed de Paucarum protitate gloriantes,” S$ olt 


Veritati inſugdamus. 
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7 recommend the following Particulars to be inſerted” in 
their proper places, in my Confiderations on the - 
Theory of the Earth. 


OOKni Chap.1. £8 Ln.20. after times read, Ard 
| hence, as the preceding Age was called "A3yAgy, obſcure, 
ſo. this Age. was called MuInyr, fatnors. 1b p, 11: in 7 
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_ Now the Teftinony of EPER 
&d, 5 P4er'R he*was indiſputubly che 
Learned avong all the” Arabic 
® ell As yn of Ariftotls, '1 
jon an Safer fo thar Fat 
bly YI jolt of Philofophy /amo1 
tie C alleges, be _ for have | OUT EO in Con 
ch: chat. id. che! TimEs, of Ariſtotle. 0, again dy 
Py: Learned: Fn certiing he: Learning of rhie 
Infos A ent Feyptiansy; Sotanriffolt Fama- Wa. 5 
, Sacerdote ef TY T Uh nem” Nature ah 
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Mb wet ye, 
Ted erigy , rn Fe 
5 hap.-4. Pr 15: L7. after concetving, add. | And'as for any 


other -meaning init, they would ſay with 7ri/megi/tas, iti his 

Minerva Mundi; Minime poſteris credeuda Fabula  patetur 
2 e{[e' Chaos. 

- AX haye. Sabe: an on many. other Addicjons and. Amend- 
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